St. John and Bethesda Lutheran Churches
15th Sunday after Pentecost
ELW Service of the Word Setting Ten
Sunday, September 13, 2020
In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the
judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive
seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in
worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of
reconciliation in the world.

GATHERING
WELCOME

LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. Psalm 103:8
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

GATHERING SONG Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise (ELW 834)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we
may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had
done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an
opportunity to do good and save many lives.
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears
a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?”
16
So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died,
17
‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in
harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down
before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be
afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God
intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today.
21
So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he
reassured them, speaking kindly to them.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
15

PSALM: Psalm 103:1-13
1
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
2
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all God’s benefits—
3
who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases;
4
who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
5
who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
6
O LORD, you provide vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed.

7

You made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel.
] 8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
9
you will not always accuse us,
nor will you keep your anger forever.
10
You have not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
11
For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for| those who fear you.
12
As far as the east is from the west,
so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
13
As a father has compassion for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.
SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand
that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All
Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.
1

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment
on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be
upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.
5
Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike.
Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in
honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to
God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.
7
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we
are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of
both the dead and the living.
10
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise
your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is
written,
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

12

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that
suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.
Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me,
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven
times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
23
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten
thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to
be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be
made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I
will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him
and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said,
‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have
21

patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into
prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened,
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken
place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you
all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your
fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Shine, Jesus, Shine (ELW 671)
Lord, the light of your love is shining
In the midst of the darkness, shining
Lord, I come to your awesome presence
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us
From the shadows into your radiance
Set us free by the truth you now bring us
By the blood I may enter your brightness
Shine on me, shine on me
Search me, try me, consume all my
Refrain:
darkness
Shine, Jesus, shine
Shine on me, shine on me
Fill this land with the Father's glory
As we gaze on your kingly brightness
Blaze, Spirit, blaze
So our faces display your likeness
Set our hearts on fire
Ever changing from glory to glory
Flow, river, flow
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story
Flood the nations with grace and mercy
Shine on me, shine on me Refrain
Send forth your word
Lord, and let there be light
CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all
those in need.
You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world;
make it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools,
confirmation classes and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and
growth . Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have compassion
on your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we look to
you to heal, renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our
hearts when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience and
wisdom (especially as we reweave the fabric of our frayed world dealing with pandemic,
social conflict and the discernment of national leaders in our approaching elections).
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who are
oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound
by debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war.
Today we bring before our sisters and brothers, at Bethesda: Lisa Johnson, Lenyce
Lawrenceson, Wes Moffatt, Gary and Diane Kalskett and at St. John: Audrey Androy,
Davie Vander Kolk, Nancy Heistand, Grant Gorham, Jim Berka, Jane and Dennis
Schrauth (Susie Schultz’s sister and brother-in-law), Pat DeLong ( Morgan Wadsworth’s
friend), Vince Motto (Pastor Chip’s cousin) and Pam Odland (Morgan Wadsworth’s
aunt) and those we name in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues when
we are tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a

community of mercy for one another and for all our neighbors. Help us see each other
through your eyes. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who have
showed us faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues
that taught us to praise you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
RESPONSE
OFFERING
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures
forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us
with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
May the God of creation,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
Amen.
SENDING SONG Rise, Shine, You People!

DISMISSAL
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us,
to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations,
for ever and ever! (Ephesians 3:20-21)
Amen.

Deep Waters of Forgiveness
Churches have different practices around
baptism. In some churches, a small bowl holds
just enough water to trickle a few drops over
the head. In others, the bowl is wider and the
water is splashed with the whole hand. In yet
other churches, the person is fully immersed in
a font large enough for them to go all the way
underwater. Sometimes the water stays in the
bowl, sometimes a bit splashes out, and
sometimes the whole area around the font gets
wet. But no matter the amount of water used, there’s always more where it comes from.
God’s waters of forgiveness run deeper than we will ever know.
The waters of baptism are so deep that even a few sprinkles cover a lifetime of falling
short. We are forgiven time and again for a myriad of sins. And because the weight of sin
has been lifted from us, we are free to extend such forgiveness to others.
In fact, our faith depends on it. In the Lord’s Prayer, our petition for forgiveness is
directly tied to our own willingness to forgive others: “Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us.” Thankfully, we are not expected to conjure up such
forgiveness on our own. We draw from the endless supply of divine reserves. Where we,
and Peter, might have difficulty forgiving a mere seven times, Jesus reminds us that his
kind of forgiveness can be measured on an exponential scale.
While our capacity for forgiveness may be limited, Jesus’ well of forgiveness is deep
enough for all people and all matters of sin. When we find ourselves struggling to extend
forgiveness to others, we return to the baptismal font. This is an overflowing well of love.
Drawing from this water, we draw from the limitless supply of forgiveness.
Remembering our baptism, we are reminded not only that we are forgiven, but that we,
too, are agents of forgiveness in the world.
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WELCOME
Welcome to Bethesda Lutheran & St. John Lutheran Churches.
We are glad you joined us for worship this morning.
Please join us for worship again soon!

Today
Wed.
Thurs.
Sun.

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN
10:30 AM – Worship / God’s Work, Our Hands
Pastor’s at St. John
Pastor’s at Bethesda
10:30 AM – Worship with Holy Communion

THIS WEEK AT BETHESDA
Today
8:45 AM – Worship / God’s Work, Our Hands, Celebration of
Appreciation for Pastor Steve Pera (lunch provided)
Wednesday Pastor @ St. John
Thursday
Pastor @ Bethesda
Sunday
8:45 AM – Worship with Communion

THANKS TO THOSE WHO HELPED WITH THE SERVICE THIS MORNING
ST. JOHN
Reader
Ron Holst
Organist
Damon Hopkins
BETHESDA
Reader
Susan Johnson
Organist
Deb Lauritsen

NEXT SUNDAY (SEPTEMBER 20, 2020)
ST. JOHN
Reader
Kris Petersen
Organist
Damon Hopkins
BETHESDA
Reader
Diane Kalskett
Organist
Deb Lauritsen
BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
ST. JOHN
(None)
BETHESDA
Tuesday 9/15 Brittany Thompson
Thursday 9/17 Lisa Johnson
Saturday 9/19 Maggie Raymond

Our Long-Term Prayers
Each week we lift up each other in prayer. Sometimes the need for prayer continues
for extended periods of time. As a church family, we care about those long-term
needs. Please continue to keep these individuals and families in your prayers as they
deal with long term illnesses and life changes. Also, please keep Pastor Chip the
office updated so the congregation knows when extra prayers are needed.

Lisa Johnson, Lenyce Lawrenceson, Wes Moffatt, Gary and Diane Kalskett














Audrey Gorham
Sam and Diane Jacobs
Russ Miller (Leonard and Helen Miller’s nephew)
Joel Berka
Tate Manahl (Morgan and Kyle’s nephew)
Arlene Eisermann (Ron Holst’s Sister)
Cheryl Rath (Tom Heistand’s sister)
Vince Motto (Pastor Chip’s Cousin)
Lisa Johnson
Lenyce Lawrenceson
Wes Moffatt
Gary and Diane Kalskett
Grant Gorham address:
Grant Gorham
3333 Burnet Ave.
Cincinnati, OH 45229-3026
Grant has been hospitalized.
Your prayers are especially needed at this time.

